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FHCA Statement in Response to Decision to Identify Long 

Term Care Facilities with Positive COVID-19 Cases  

  

TALLAHASSEE – Florida Health Care Association Executive Director Emmett Reed today 

issued the following statement regarding the decision by the Governor to begin 

identifying long term care facilities where positive COVID-19 tests have occurred: 

“Since the beginning of the COVID-19 crisis, our number one priority has been – as it 

always will be – the health and well-being of the residents entrusted to our care and of 

the exceptional caregivers working with them. An important part of the process has 

been open dialogue among long term care facilities and our partners at the local, state, 

and federal levels. Our members continue working to keep family members informed 

about their loved ones’ safety while visitor restrictions are in place. We recognize that 

this decision is based on the need for a transparent flow of information during this 

challenging time. 

Governor DeSantis has noted that there are less than 100 of our state’s more than 3,700 

long term care facilities with positive cases, and today’s Department of Health data 

reporting 1,627 cases reflect less than one-half of one percent of the more than 155,000 

residents and nearly 200,000 staff statewide. These facts are huge, as it shows just how 

seriously our members are taking the ongoing guidance that we receive to keep our 

residents safe. Facilities continue to restrict visitors; employees and other essential 

health care providers entering the centers undergo rigorous screenings; and everyone in 

the building wears masks. Our members also continue to follow CDC guidelines and 

adhere to the requirements of our local, state, and federal officials. 

The fact that so many long term care facilities in Florida are still free of positive COVID-

19 cases is a testament to hard work, exhaustive planning, and dedicated caregivers. Our 

members have been vigilant in their infection prevention strategies since long before 

the rapid progression of this virus in our state; however, facilities must be reinforced 

with vitally needed resources during this state of emergency. Some long term care 

facilities are still experiencing critical shortages of Personal Protective Equipment, and 

the need to expand and routinely test both symptomatic and asymptomatic residents 
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and front-line staff is critical to helping us make important clinician decisions that will 

reduce the spread of COVID-19.  

  

As we look ahead to an ongoing crisis of unknown duration and strive for favorable 

outcomes, we must have the strength and support of state and local authorities behind 

us to help us make this a reality.” 

For more information and a coronavirus web page specific to long term care providers, 

visit FHCA.org. 

                                                                                         #  #  # 

ABOUT THE FLORIDA HEALTH CARE ASSOCIATION  

The Florida Health Care Association (FHCA) is a federation which serves nearly 1,000 members and represents over 

500 long term care facilities that provide skilled nursing, post-acute and sub-acute care, short-term rehab, assisted 

living and other services to the frail elderly and individuals with disabilities in Florida. The mission of FHCA is to 

advance the quality of services, image, professional development and financial stability of its members. As Florida's 

first and largest advocacy organization for long term care providers and the elderly they serve, the Association has 

worked diligently since 1954 to assist its members with continuously improving quality of care and quality of life for 

the state’s growing elder care population. For more information about the Florida Health Care Association, visit 

www.fhca.org.  
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